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To pursue a career as a Chartered Accountant complete a BCom 
Accounting degree or equivalent at a SAICA accredited university. 

It will take a minimum of three years to 
complete the undergraduate degree part time.TIME
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CHOOSE A TRAINING OFFICE

COMPLETE TRAINING AT SELECTED TRAINING OFFICE

Signing up with a training office is an important decision.The training office that you choose to sign up with 
must be accredited by SAICA. Always ensure that the working environment at a training office is suitable 
and appeals to you. You can do vacation employment to help you make the right choice.

Complete your training contract at an accredited training office. During your training contract (ranges from 36 – 60 months) you will fulfill the practical requirements of the CA 2010 
Training Programme for qualification as a Chartered Accountant.

TIME

Complete CTA or equivalent at a SAICA accredited university.

TIME

FULL TIME

It will take a minimum of one year to 
complete the postgraduate degree 
full time.

Pros
Extensive lecture/tutorial 
support 

Can focus on studies 
without a full time job 

Usually a quicker route to 
qualifying 

Cons
Usually more expensive than studying 
part time

Can be challenging to fund studies if you 
require financial support

You may need to find accommodation 
close to the university

BRIDGING/ 
CONVERSION 

COURSE

FULL TIME
To pursue a career as a Chartered Accountant complete a BCom 
Accounting degree or equivalent at a SAICA accredited university.

It will take a minimum of three years to 
complete the undergraduate degree full time.TIME

Cons
Usually more expensive than studying 
part time

Can be challenging to fund studies if 
you require financial support

You may need to find accommodation 
close to the university

Pros
Extensive lecture/tutorial 
support 

Can focus on studies without a 
full time job  

Usually a quicker route to 
qualifying 

DETO
Study another route

.... Become a CA(SA)

This course is run over 
a minimum of one year.

Having studied and completed an 
undergraduate degree which is not 
accredited by SAICA you may be 
able to register for a 
bridging/conversion course.
 
Check the list of accredited 
programmes and then contact the 
relevant universities regarding 
entry requirements and access to 
the programmes.

GO!

PART TIME
Complete CTA or equivalent at a SAICA accredited university.

TIME It will take a minimum of one year to 
complete the postgraduate degree part time.

Pros
Generally cheaper

Opportunity to work and earn 
while you study 

Cons
Little or no lecture support unless 
you pay for a support programme

Generally takes longer to complete 
because you have to balance work 
and study

Pros
Generally cheaper

Opportunity to work and earn 
while you study 

Cons
Little or no lecture support unless 
you pay for a support programme

Generally takes longer to complete 
because you have to balance work 
and study

(COMPLETED STUDIES) 

 36 MONTHS

48 - 60 MONTHS

FULL TIME STUDENTS

PART TIME STUDENT 
(STUDY AND WORK)

REGISTER AS A CA(SA)
Register with SAICA once you have successfully completed your training contract and passed Part I and Part II of the QE. 
Then you can you use the CA(SA) designation.
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WRITE AND PASS PART I AND PART II OF THE QUALIFYING EXAMS

During your training contract you will be required to pass Part I and Part II of the Qualifying Examinations.   

Part I of the Qualifying Examinations (QE) is the standard setting examination which is written after the completion of the CTA or 
equivalent.  

You must pass Part I of the QE within five years of obtaining your CTA or equivalent.
 
For eligibility for Part II of the QE you need to have passed Part I of the QE and completed any required specialisation courses.

Visit SAICA’s website for the latest information on the QE.
TIME

Part I of the QE takes place in 
January of the year after CTA 
was completed successfully.

Part II of the QE takes place 
18 months into your training 
contract.

If you are studying on a part time basis you may enter into a training 
contract with an accredited training office while you study provided you 
meet their requirements (not all training offices offer this option).
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